
authorise!.
, Thev already controlled these, and
were prepare! t V b or threa'en. iu
ther d" med nio t likely lo acconi I lb
heir end . any ohVinl who atood in th

w. y r their plans tor whole' rob-'- .
la-r-

; 'th 'leaders In the plot stood high in
toe al an 1 pol Ileal circles.

The settlers had small meanso'msk-uv-
the outrage upon bar rghts

known, and their cans was, indeed,
ieMpcrate. aud it i small wonder, when
m every dwe'l ag at the Mooch were
women who eyi-- s were red with weep,

'ing. that there abould be men wbos
I p uttered curs, a nnd whoa muaeles
twiu-hi-i- l with eagerneas to lay band
upon the atithora of their wue.

Only a few daya before the nolioea to
pay or vacate reached the Millers,

' Kraitiu and t.ney bad received letter
from Mr, l'artoni saving that ihvy bad
at lat 'outid a probable p iTbar for
their place

They wonld know In a few daya, aha
wrote, and if they aold they should pack
up and start for the Mough nt once, an
they did not w.sh, even ii the purchaser ,

f the property wauld penult, to re-

main on the mountain through thv win-
ter. It would aettca more lonely thaa
ever whea the placa was no longer tht'lr
iwn.

, 1 he only thing that would delay
their coming-- . IX Ibey told, vu John-ny- 'i

be alto.
The boy bad not been aa well aa

eommon the past dimmer, and bad
been quite lick recently, but wm get-- t

ng butter bow, and (he thought would
be able to be moved, and If they aold
she would take him and atari at once
by boat, leaving Mr. Parsoni to drive
across with their household goods, aa
Erastus and Lucy had done.

Tne reoe'pllon of tali news bad
caused much p'eaaure to the young
Couple, who w re both desirous of hav-
ing their parent! near them.

Lucy was ea pec ally anxious for tha
presence of her mother at this I' me,
and Ima'cn-- d to reply, urgin?th:it they
sell If they could got anything like a
fair price, and I hut they come at once.

Hut when the determination of Die
railroad corpnrat'm to rob them of
their own home became known to
them, they felt It wouM be better for
their parents not to sell, ht least for the
present; mid Lucy i giiin wro'.e. toiling
her pare. its of the diuic.illy t.,oy were '

In, aud that If they had not sold, it '

uiijht be belter not to do io.
It waa a hard thins; to do, and the

'

poor young wife had often to ptiuse and
wipe away the tears-tha- t hind"! her

yea as she wrote of their troubles
thinking, too, of tha sorrow it would
bring lo the heart of the old people '

upon uie mountain aiue.
She was expecting to become a moth-

er aorn. and all the sweet ,oy with
which she had been looking forward to
the coming of the babe had given lace
to terrible fear of what the future
might bare in store for them all.

Krsilus had not been loud In his
tli rests, as had others. Indeed ha bud
not threatened at all; but he wm not a
mm of n' any words. And aim b t not
forgotten how at the Suacol l.'nnoh,
when but a boy, lie had taken her moth-
er and Mia. l.itcliio with the cl.iM.mi,
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of which she wm una,, to a pi- - nt

' safety and then returned to de'eod l;w
cottar with hi life. And nw ib
thought kept ooiiimg lo littr: "VVimt f

' the company should actually aiu-m-- l

the eviction of the settlers atd Km ii.
should again defend their home, and

' be kll.-d- .' '
I She tried to put the thought Irotn

her. but t kept coming hack, each I in
w.th In Teasing s'reugib, uulil It came
almt to be a conviction, hit kn.-w- ,

or tliouirht ah knew, that if ellorla
were mad at an eviction, her hush-m- d

would eill niioa bia neighbors to da
fend their b'roea with the r live, an-- l

would set the n th example.
It waa a horrible thought. Hut it

earn and itclung to her: aa I te"ti'h he
tried ha-- d not to make her lelier to I or
parents i without a gleam of hope, e
vet tell when It was written ami a! d
fh.it he had failed, end was anil fur Ii

er ileprt sed bv lb thought of the ef
feet it would have upon Ihnse to whom
it was to b sent: and espeeal y Uion
her father, who all I n w wo ilil be i
tJi blow area Im stoutly Uian ler
nioiber.

M nntinie the verbal sal of the
m.'tui.n.ii BC i had be a l onchi'led
between Mr :nd Mrs I aoons an I t- - e
snt'em n of wiu-- Mrs. 1'arsona had

, wrtu-n- .

'1 hey were to receive two IhoU'sml
dollarit i b down and to uive imni di-

al xes.i.in: and on the momin; but
one (ol ow n; that o i b ch l.uu !.:
ond niter ma led, John I n -- n
larted to town with thedoed niid out

and signed by his w.fe
lie waa to meet tli rurohsiT at the

roiirt-- l ouae in J himMnurir, ileliver the
deed and receive the money, proi Ulod
the title was founl to be clear, of w ii h
the.e was ho doubt in the mill ' of
etltei parly: the aUtr c . whieli Itl.ike
gavii to 1'nra.ina whe i be iMinphl he
prop rty, hnviug been ahowii timi
of Hint fnct when ne"tlnt on fur the
pu base and anle were liiat lie un

Tli akv' l'Kike I cltmd and t:i raini-
ng when' l e I ft l.o;r.e. b 't it in' I not
do to fit 1 of being at 1 1" ap o nte I

place on time, and h d hi r.p
pled boy a nl nia wit ami ! u t.'ood
ap.r.U. prom mg to be b..e , by d trk.

On reno iin town he put out ha
horse, aaw that ha was prole r v e.l.
and t en ntarted for the Co il li"ii n

On Ii h waytiier b Im I t-- pat the
post-nllic- nnd. stopping to m iiuk il
there wai miy innil for imil. was handed
Lucy's letter lo her mother.

He recognl'ed the post murk and
opened it at ono 'not a com non pro- -

ceeirnjr wun n m. lor n: eye we e no
longer good, and even w ore 'et er
came addressed to aime f in-t- I of
bia wife, he usually pr f rr.ft to wa t
until he go' home and tlien have her
read them n'nud ile he ale -- upper or
molted hia pie and renie .

But now Mim-tb'- "g h m
with the thought hat he Imd be ter
open the letter. II ed a fei I eg ihat
perhaps all was not r ght l the

Perhaps it waa tecane it h il ee.i
Only a few days since thev Im reenned
a letter from there, und so we not ex-

pecting anotlier so soon.
Tear.ng o i the i iire'op he b g n to

read, but ha I not proo.-n- ! r

his Imnd tremble. I an th:n ,ould not
aold t pajier still eno igh to a Uie

lellara, aadli fold i I p and j ut It
nto h po-k- et

He had read enough, how er, lo
uadersua I w.ist b d Iw'ill a his did-dre-

ile knew ibal t o y were to bi ri en
frutu thai buu e, aa he nu.l !' had so
often been before, b , lhiiiH'ie I as gried
of aoulleaisirHitat'.is. orcom nxlmns
nf rich men whose he ri h id luiii.l to
tone beneath the w I'iil of their Im

menaeweaitb.
For a moment It em lo I. I n liia

he ihould d right there and tho
who were looking Saw h ra staler I ke
a drunken man. t ut be ralli dat oai--

and went out without a word.
Th thought that Ui r.illn-- e on tii

nioii"tain aide waa still theirs, mnd
would a 'ord aa aa lum for the chlldrea.
bad come to bim, and he was hastening
to tell lb would- - purchaser Ihat uo-e- r

t e eircumatano $ they could not
let bim bat lh pine.

It was fortunate that the ba:ga:a was
nt closed, be thought. How lucky that

hail opened the letter instead of wail
ing tint 1 h got home!
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